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mother to her offspring; (2) the duration of immune bodies in tBe serum 
of off-spring of rnimune rabbits and (3) the effect of parturition upon the 
antibody-content of the serum of an immune rabbit. Babbitt was 
immunized against human red blood cells; rabbit 2, against sheep 

coecu^ridans Tvnen' 3 ’ “ nd 0 Were i . mmunized “gainst strepto- 
coccus vrndans. Type II pneumococcus, meningococcus and B. typhosus 

S*!) VC 5 1 Th , e , rcsulti j were concisely epitomized in tables^ The 
tlmtTher g ! eaned f J om , | he experiments led the workers to conclude 
that there is considerable vanation in the antibody content in the 

™Znlvt b,U Z 1 ! 6 ? g f! ut l nin and eomplement-fixation bodies were 
sta “ e m the instance of rabbit 6 which was immunized 
ZI f ,®;, typh °™ 3 than ln the remainder. The workers demonstrated 
antibodies generally were less stable than 
the hemolysins, agglutinins and opsonins studied in this series 
Concerning the original hypothesis, the workers feel that there 
•nfflrin'te transmission of specific immune bodies from mother to 
offspring, but they are not prepared to state from these experiments 

or frommn/t T t mun ? h £ dies ’ whether from maternal cTrculation 
or from mothers milk,and that the duration of the specific immune 
bodies in the serum of the young is only four to six weeks and ever 

tion nrodne" >C pr00 . f ls , furnishcd V the tests that parturi- 

scrnin 8 defi " 6 decrease ln the antibody content of the maternal 


J* 1 ”° T n M6aa!e8 - l - Susceptibility of Monkeys to the Virus of 
,P» tl! In an , a p temp , t t0 amve at "mm conclusive evidence conccrn- 

‘tv S r SCeP r bl y ,°, f ammais to the virus of measles, Blake and 
Trask (Jour. Ezpcr. Mod., 1921, .xxxiii, 385), presented the results" ? 
thhdf ' nte f rest,ng and fruitful experiments on the transmission of 
this disease from man to monkeys and the passage of the infection from 
° mon if y - 0f , 10 monkeys inoculated with both filtered and 

8 af t ter nn n ;nr° I | la * rynge “ . W f h . lngs frbm seven patients with measles, 
8, after an incubation period of six to ten days, developed symptoms 
closely resembling those of measles in man. The secretions from the 
mea ? e , 3 'yore collected by irrigation of the nasopharynx 
of thfn! 4 °I ° f 3 . tenle P ; 85 P er cen t salt solution. Five to 10 c.c. 
them^h! P Imryugeal washings were introduced intratracheally into 
the monkeys. The symptoms which the animals presented were con- 
.stant and consisted in listlessness and drowsiness after a definite incu¬ 
bation period (averaging seven days), catairhal conjunctivitis a cliar- 
“ enanthem usually confined to the labial mucous membrane, 
definite exanthem consisting of discrete, red maculopapules constant 
in character but somewhat variable in extent and duration, and com- 

Dromnt hls , tologlc a ,ly w,th 11)6 Ies!on s of measles, a leukopenia and 
2“^. complete recovery after an illness of seven to ten days’ 
duration; It was further shown that the characteristic group of symn- 
wTwaS f °r°"’ ed tb ? Inocu Jation of monkeys with the n.is oplmryn- 
K , . ng3 from patients with measles could be successfully carried 
rfr e 8 k LX an P dT SeS . by mtratra cHeal injections of saline emulsions 
of the skm and buccal mucous membranes of monkeys killed from two 

mnrLi ay th aher ^ ° nSet of the symptoms. From the fourth passage 
monkey the reaction was also successfully induced in 3 monkeys 
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by means of citrated whole blood injected intravenously. It was found 
that the blood so introduced was capable of inciting the reaction from 
at least the seventh to thirteenth days after intratracheal inoculation of 
the donor monkey hut incapable of inducing it from the second to 
fourth days. Cultures of the blood showed no growth. The incubation 
period after the intravenous injection of blood was shorter than when 
intratracheal instillations of the nasopharyngeal secretions were 
employed, being four instead of seven days. From their experiments 
the authors conclude that Macacus rhesus monkeys are susceptible to 
inoculation with the virus of measles. 


Hemolytic Streptococci of the Appendix Vermiformis.— Kraft (Jour. 
Infect. Dis., 1921, xxviii, 122) comments on the paucity of information 
at hand on the etiological significance of the hemolytic streptococci in 
appendicitis. He investigated 4S normal and 77 pathological appendices 
removed at operation, with the object of determining the frequency 
with which hemolytic streptococci are found in the normal appendix 
and in acute and chronic appendicitis, and if possible, the role they 
play as a primary etiological factor in appendicitis. The organisms 
were cultured from the appendiceal contents, the mucosa and wall of 
appendix, being classified according to Holman. Two strains of strepto¬ 
coccus hemolyticus infrequens were isolated from 4S apparently normal 
appendices where they occurred only in small numbers. Three strains 
of Streptococcus hemolyticus infrequens and 1 of streptococcus 
hemolyticus II occurred in 77 pathological appendices in almost pure 
culture. The acute appendices yielding hemolytic streptococci were 
either ulcerated or gangrenous. No hemolytic streptococci were isolated 
from 25 chronic appendices. All strains of hemolytic streptococci 
isolated were pathogenic for rabbits. A review of other work shows 
that hemolytic streptococci are frequently encountered in the gastro¬ 
intestinal tract. In acute appendicitis, however, it appears that hemo¬ 
lytic streptococci when present are the predominant organisms and the 
principal etiological agent. Thirty-two strains of Streptococcus viri- 
dans were isolated from 48 normal appendices. Of 10S strains of non¬ 
hemolytic colon bacilli which were encountered 45 were found in the 
48 normal appendices and G3 in the 77 pathological appendices; 51 
strains of hemolytic colon bacilli were isolated of which 19 were found 
in 48 normal appendices. Two probably pneumococcus strains were 
found,,also 1 case of pin worm. In addition, many large unidentified 
bacilli, which, in all probability, were non-pathogenic were found. 


Diphtheria Carriers and Wound Diphtheria.— Simmons, Wearn and 
Williams (Jour. Infect. Dis., 1921, xxviii, 327) report 75 cases of diph¬ 
theria and 102 diphtheria carriers occurring at the Walter Reed General 
Hospital from October, 1918 to August, 1919. All active cases and 
carriers were isolated. Schick tests were performed on all contacts, 
and when indicated, these contacts were immunized with diphtheria 
toxin-antitoxin mixture. All active cases received antitoxin. Throat 
carriers were treated with various antiseptic solutions and tonsillec¬ 
tomy was performed in selected instances. The average period of isola¬ 
tion was twenty-two days, varying in individual cases from six days to 



